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SUBJECT: JORDANIAN ARMS SALE TO SOUTH AFRICA AND 
PERHAPS RHODESIA 

REF: LONDON 8862 (NOTAL); LONDON 9615 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: BRITISH TEND TO CRIDIT NEWSPAPER REPORTS THAT 
JORDAN HAS SOLD BRITISH TANKS AND ANTIAIRCRAFT MISSILES 
TO SOUTH AFRICA, AND IS IN PROCESS OF SELLING AIRCRAFT 
FOR EVENTUAL DELIVERY TO RHODESIA DESPITE BRITISH OB 
JECTIONS AND FORMAL JORDANIAN ASSURANCES TO THE CONTRARY. 

PM WILSON HAS MENTIONED THE MATTER TO KING HUSSEIN. END SUMMARY. 

1. SEVERAL LONDON NEWSPAPERS SEPTEMBER 10 REFER TO SALE OF 
41 CENTURION TANKS AND A TIGERCAT ANTIAIRCRAFT MISSILE 
SYSTEM BY JORDAN TO SOUTH AFRICA, AS WELL AS 
PROBABLE SALE OF 31 HAWKER HUNTER AIRCRAFT TO RHODESIA, 

VIA SOUTH AFRICA. MAIN STORY IS IN GUARDIAN, WHICH DID 
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OF STORY POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT, AMMAN, AND PRETORIA) 
NEWSPAPERS SPECIFY THAT FCO HAS BEEN APPRISED AND HMG IS 
CONCERNED. 

2. FCO NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA DEPARTMENT ACTING HEAD 
WILLIAMS TOLD US SAME DAY THAT FCO WAS CONCERNED AND IN- 
VESTIGATING. PM WILSON MENTIONED MATTER TO KING HUSSEIN 
DURING THEIR TALK SEPTEMBER 9. KING WAS NOT RPT NOT CONTRITE, 
POINTING OUT THAT JORDAN NEEDED TO RAISE MONEY TO BUY 
MORE MODERN REPLACEMENTS (IN US). HUSSEIN SAID HE 

WOULD INVESTIGATE AFFAIR. 

3. AS FAR AS FCO IS AWARE, GUARDIAN STORY MAY BE CORRECT 
IN ALLEGING THAT CENTURIONS AND TIGERCAT HAVE ALREADY 
ARRIVED IN SOUTH AFRICA, PERHAPS ACCOMPLANIED BY 
JORDANIAN PERSONNEL AS CALLED FOR IN THE CONTRACT (EXTRACTS 
OF WHICH ALSO APPEAR IN GUARDIAN). THERE IS INTIMATION 

THAT TIGERCATS MAY BE GOING TO RHODESIA SINCE SOUTH 
AFRICA IS PRODUCING OWN GROUND-TO-AIR CACTUS-CROTALE 
MISSILES. 

4. WILLIAMS SUGGESTED THAT SALE OF HUNTERS SOMEWHAT MORE 
DOUBTFUL. HOWEVER, FCO IS NOT HAPPY, GIVEN BREACH OF 
TRUST INVOLVED (SEE LONDON 9615). 

5. WILLIAMS CITED IN THIS CONNECTION CIRCULAR NOTE SENT 
TO OAU MISSION IN ADDIS ABABA BY EGYPTIAN EMBASSY THERE 
PROTESTING, ON BEHALF OF JORDAN, THAT REPORTS OF ARMS 
SALES TO RHODESIA ARE FALSE. THIS WOULD INDICATE THAT 
EGYPTIANS HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH JORDANIANS ON THIS MATTER. 
(NEWSPAPERS REPORT THAT HUSSEIN ONLY HELD BACK ON 

DEAL IN FIRST PLACE, IN JULY, AFTER PERSONAL CALL FROM SADAT.) 

6. BRITISH ARE WAITING TO SEE WHAT JORDANIANS WILL TELL 
THEM NEXT. 
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